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Bypass Demonstration Project

• 1991 -1994
• 6 market town in England
• £1 million DfT grant supplemented by LTP 

and other local funding
• Relief from a bypass
• Opportunity to re-allocate space on former 

trunk road
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A3 – Petersfield, Hampshire
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A49 - Whitchurch, Shropshire
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A590 Dalton-in -Furness
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2000 Road Safety Targets

• 40% reduction in the number of people 
killed or seriously injured in road accidents 

• 50% reduction in the number of children 
killed or seriously injured

• 10% reduction in the slight casualty rate
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“High streets with mixed traffic and diverse 
use present a unique combination of 
safety problems, and are among the least 
safe of urban roads.”

Tomorrow’s roads – safer for 
everyone’ 2000 DfT
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Why these challenges?
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Car ownership – the upward 
trend
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High Street Problems
• Mixed residential and 

commercial use
• All modes of transport 

competing for the same road 
space

• Parking and deliveries 
EVERYWHERE!

• Regeneration and economic 
health

• Pedestrianisation is not 
acceptable

• Accident patterns are scattered
• Vehicle access is essential
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Street clutter
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Out of town developments
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MPR – On the “too difficult”
pile?
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The Purpose of MPR
• To develop, in partnership with 

selected local highway authorities, 
ways in which safety of Mixed Priority 
Routes can be improved and their 
amenity value enhanced, without
introducing measures which cause
major disruption to motorists.  

• To translate the lessons learnt from the 
development and implementation of the 
schemes into practically based good 
practice guidance which can be made 
widely available to practitioners within 
both public and private sectors wishing 
to develop schemes of their own.
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MPR Demonstration Project
• Ten authorities, a mix of:

– London and metropolitan 
authorities

– Single and two tier authorities
– Inner city and “county town”

• Characteristics:
– Routes of more than 500m in 

length
– Scattered accidents
– “traffic is essential”
– Inherent demand from 

vulnerable road users 
– A multitude of road user 

groups
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The Successful Locations
• Crewe 

• Hull 
• Lambeth

• Leamington Spa 
• Liverpool

• Manchester
• Norwich

• Oxford
• St Albans
• Southwark



NE TAG 15 May 2008

Nantwich Road Crewe 
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Newlands Road Hull
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Wandsworth Road Lambeth
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Parade/Victoria Terrace 
Leamington Spa
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Renshaw St/Berry St
Liverpool



NE TAG 15 May 2008

Wilmslow Road Manchester
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Prince of Wales Road Norwich
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Cowley Road Oxford
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St Peter St/Chequer St
St Albans, Hertfordshire
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Walworth Road Southwark
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Improved routes
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Sinusoidal road humps 
& Repeater signs
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Red-wave traffic signals
& Toilets
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Shared surfaces
and parking management
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Releasing roadspace for 
pedestrians
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Remedial Strips
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Informal crossings
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Cycling
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Recognition
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Successes

Evaluation

Regeneration

Making
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Linkages
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involvement
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RESULTS

• Casualty reductions – 24% to 65% reductions
• Elimination of fatalities to date

• Up to 16% reductions in NO2 levels
• Increases in pedestrian activity of up to 18%

• Increases in cycle activity of up to 48%
• Reductions in average and 85th percentile 

speeds of up to 18%
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Safety
• Limited after information, 7 comparative evaluations
• Norwich 60% 

– 2yrs 7 months (9-10 cas/yr)

• Hull 65% reduction
– 100% peds and 21% cyclists

• Leamington  50% reduction
• Crewe 31% reduction
• Manchester 29% reduction
• Liverpool 26% reduction
• Oxford 24% reduction
• FYRR - £500,000 (typically)
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Accessibility
• Hull – 18% increase in ped. crossings

• Norwich – 16% increase in ped. movement
• Hull – 48% increase in cyclists

• Liverpool - Significant increase in formal 
crossing movements (from 50% to over 100% at 
one major junction)

• Liverpool - Number of informal crossings has 
either increased or remained static where formal 
provision available
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Public Perceptions

“They’ve done a good job – it’s not perfect but 

people have to be realistic about juggling all th
e 

different views.  The bottom line is it’s
 better 

than it w
as.”

It seems so much calmer with the wider 

pavement – you feel safer from the traffic.

“I t
hought I 

would lose tra
de with th

e 

lack of p
arking –

but m
ore people 

seem to
 walk around here now’.
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Understanding and delivering
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Budgets

2,500*815Lambeth

3,4451000Leamington

2,9352496Manchester

2,133971Crewe

1,2591200Norwich

4,5002,200St Albans

1,7001,000Hull

3,5002,800Liverpool

1,300650Oxford

Out-turn
£000s

Before estimate
£000s

Scheme
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Programme

Apr 07May 05Southwark

Feb 07June 04Lambeth

Oct 05Mar 04Leamington

Dec 04Sept 03Manchester

Apr 05Apr 04Crewe

Jun 04Sept 03Norwich

Mar 07May 06St Albans

Oct 05Mar 05Hull

Dec 05Mar 05Liverpool

Nov 05July 05Oxford

Current CompletionOriginal CompletionScheme
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Promotional
Document

Practitioners’ Guide

Technical Advice

Councillors
Chief Executives
Departmental Directors

Heads of Department
Project Managers

Designers

Reporting/Dissemination
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The Future
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Any Questions?
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