
 1 

 
 THE    LOCAL GOVERNMENT             
TECHNICAL ADVISERS GROUP 
  BULLETIN 67 MARCH 2008 
 
 

TAG President Mick Murphy 
presents John Brown with 
the TAG award for 
exceptional service to TAG 
at the Flooding Seminar in 
Bradford on 21st February. 
John was TAG’s 
representative on several 
forums for contract 
documentation and 
procurement over many 
years, as well as being 
Chairman of the Yorkshire 
and Humberside region of TAG. 
He retired from Full time employment some 12 months + ago, but still continues to be active in 
the professional organisation world in Yorkshire and the North East. 
 
 
This edition of the Bulletin focuses on the currently topical issues of climate change and 
flooding, using the papers presented at the very successful seminar held in Bradford in 
February. 
 Not only did delegates hear about how  TAG members from Sheffield and Rotherham had 
tackled the challenges they faced, The descriptions of similar events in the Bradford 
district were used to draw comparisons and to learn lessons about how a formalised inter 
organisation emergency structure could speed and enhance the future responses to such 
incidents. 
 
The TAG Transportation Committee has also been busy responding to Government 
consultations and details of our responses are also given to keep members up to speed 
with latest thinking. Please feel free to pass on your copy to members of your 
organisation who might benefit from this information . 
The TAG AGM and Presidents seminar are to be held on 14th/15th May. Make a diary note 
now. 
The last two presidential seminars held in the North East have been great events and we 
look forward to incoming President Bob Donaldson completing the hat trick! 
Full details when available will be circulated to all members. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE, FLOODING AND CIVIL EMERGENCIES  
A COMPILATION OF CURRENT EXPERIENCE AND ADVICE. 
 
 
 
The following notes distilled from the Interim report on  the  Pitt review, The ABI 
responses to recent flooding emergencies, and  LGA's latest document on Climate 
change together with reports on the days proceedings at the TAG Flooding Seminar in 
Bradford last month will hopefully prove useful background reading material for TAG 
members whatever their involvement in this ongoing challenge for the 21st Century. 
 
 

The Pitt Review - Background 
 
 
During August 2007, Sir Michael Pitt was asked by ministers to carry out a review of the flood-
related emergencies which occurred during the summer of 2007. The interim report of the Review. 
has been published to achieve three objectives: 
 
• To identify issues which need urgent action? 
• To set out the direction for the remainder of the Review; and 
• To provide a document for consultation before the final report is published next summer. 
The following is an extract from the executive summary. 
Members wishing to read the full report should visit 
http://www.cabinetoffice.gov.uk/thepittreview/interim_report.aspx 
 
 
 
The floods during June and July 2007 were a wake-up call. The three months from May to July were the 
wettest since records began and the events that followed have been linked to the deaths of 13 people. 
They also resulted in damage to approximately 48,000 homes and 7,000 businesses. Power and water 
supplies were lost, railway lines, eight motorways and many other roads were closed and large parts of 
five counties and four cities were brought to a standstill. 
 From an emergency response standpoint, this was a new level of challenge. The flooding triggered a 
series of emergencies which stretched local resources 
to the limit. 
Conversations with victims illustrated the scale of distress and human misery experienced by many 
people. Even considering the extraordinary degree of disruption caused by the floods, the country was 
fortunate that the impact was not much more severe. There were several near disasters of an even 
greater magnitude. While the scale of loss and damage was massive, the crisis would have been worse 
had it not been for the dedication, quick thinking and effective action of those involved in the rescue and 
recovery operation. 
 
Flood risk is here to stay. 
 The Review recognises the findings of other reports, such as Stern and Foresight, which predict climatic 
change and state that this country can expect more extreme weather, with periods of intensive rainfall.  
The Review proposes that the country should confront these mounting challenges and adapt accordingly, 
recognising that this process of adaptation will take place over a generation. The impact of the floods and 
the high level of risk involved could have been significantly reduced with stronger local leadership of flood 
risk management, clarification of roles, more effective cooperation between responsible organisations, 
better protection of infrastructure and wider and deeper public engagement. 
Given the severity of the emergencies this summer and the risks we face in future, the over-riding 
purpose of the Pitt Review is to learn lessons from the floods of 2007 and to bring forward 
recommendations that will help the country adapt and deal more effectively with future flooding 
incidents. 
 
 



 3 

The findings 
The Report contains a total of 15 recommendations and 72 interim conclusions. They are strategic in 
nature but with implications for every locality in the country. The Report also considers one or two of the 
‘myths’ surrounding flooding. These include strongly held views about standards of waterway 
maintenance and the belief that some communities were deliberately allowed to flood to reduce the 
impact on places further downstream. 
 
Chapters 1 and 2 provide the context for the Review, describing the severity of the 
emergencies and their wider social and economic impacts.  
Climate change and the risk of flooding are discussed in Chapter 3.  
During the emergencies, the Met Office and the Environment Agency worked well 
together, but the limitations of some existing processes, together with technical limitations of flood 
prediction, meant that many property owners received warnings after their property had already flooded 
or not at all. Research into flood prediction is advancing and we believe this should be a priority subject 
to feasibility and cost effectiveness. Rapid progress must be made over the next few years to ensure that 
flood risk planning and management, including public warnings and emergency response, is underpinned 
by an improved understanding of when and where flooding will occur. 
There are obvious concerns about the large number of properties currently at risk of flooding and the 
likelihood of further significant development in flood risk areas. 
 
Chapter 4 discusses the need to strengthen and enforce the provisions of PPS 25 
and Building Regulations to ensure that flood resistance and resilience measures are fully built into all 
new development where necessary. 
 
 
Chapter 5 deals with the calling of Gold, Silver and Bronze Commands and the response to the flooding 
emergencies. Relevant aspects of the Civil Contingencies Act were put into practice effectively and there 
is admiration for the way in which the emergency services and other responders worked tirelessly 
throughout one of the most complex, challenging and lengthy series of emergencies for many years. 
However, the Review also believes that the country was not as well prepared as it should have been. 
Responders were surprised by the scale and duration of the emergencies and they often found 
themselves reacting to unexpected events. Sometimes basic information about operation and 
characteristics of the local drainage systems was unavailable when needed. The vulnerability of critical 
infrastructure and consequences of its failure were not fully appreciated in advance. The country must be 
better prepared and the Review 
makes a series of recommendations about national and local leadership, emergency planning, and 
protection of local emergency facilities, water supplies, rescue and funding mechanisms. 
 
In Chapter 6 the Review is concerned about the major loss of essential services during the floods. Sites 
containing critical infrastructure were poorly protected. For example, tens of thousands of people found 
themselves without tap water and power, 10,000 were stranded on the M5 motorway overnight and 500 
were left stranded at Gloucester Railway Station. Even greater loss of essential services was only 
narrowly avoided and there were major concerns about the complete failure of Ulley Reservoir. The 
Review makes recommendations on sharing information, building greater standards of protection and the 
closer involvement in preparedness planning of essential service providers, such as the water and power 
companies. 
 
 Chapter 7 describes the efforts made by responders to keep the public informed and the contribution of 
local media – especially the ability of local radio to transmit up-to-the-minute broadcasts. The public 
appreciated the efforts of local authorities and other organisations which systematically knocked on doors 
and checked on the well-being of residents and businesses. The Report sets out proposals for ensuring 
that advice and warnings from various agencies are better coordinated, that councils play their full part in 
reassuring the public and that people are made fully aware of any flood risk when they buy or rent 
property. It also makes clear that individuals and 
communities must share responsibility for actions to deal with flooding. 
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Next steps 
This first Report sets out the Pitt Review’s initial thinking and proposals after just four months’ work. The 
Review has benefited from the extensive evidence already submitted, but much more needs to be 
considered before the final Report will be ready next summer. 
In particular, further work needs to be done to consider the costs, benefits and feasibility of the interim 
conclusions. 
Interested individuals and organisations should let us have their views and join in a 
discussion over the coming months. You can find different ways to contact the 
Review Team set out in Chapter 8. The deadline for comments and further evidence is 31 March 2008. 
 
 
 
 
SUMMER FLOODS 2007 LEARNING THE LESSONS - ASSOCIATION OF 
BRITISH INSURERS 

 
Keeping with the same theme, the 
Association of British Insurers (ABI) 
have produced a similar report, but of 
course from their own particular 
standpoint. Their recommendations and 
conclusions are summarised below. To 
see the full report go to 
http://www.abi.org.uk/flooding 
  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
National targets and leadership supporting local 

empowerment 
 
The Climate Change Bill should introduce a statutory objective for the Environment Agency to reduce flood risk and 
make it the national co-ordinator for the identification, assessment and mitigation of flood risk from all sources, 
including drainage.(Page 7) 
 
The Climate Change Bill should include targets not just for mitigating our impact on the climate, but also for 
adapting the UK to the changing climate: it should set a series of targets to reduce flood risk across the UK, for 
example by setting a maximum number of households and businesses at high risk of flooding from all sources, and 
the Government should be required to report on progress in achieving this target annually. (Page 7) 
 
Identifying and reducing flood risk for today and tomorrow: developing a national 
strategy 
 
The public has a right to know flood risk across the country and how many homes and businesses are at high risk of 
flooding both now and in the future: the Environment Agency should commission and make publicly available all 
maps and flood risk information showing the relative risk of flooding from all sources (including surface water, rising 
ground water and sewer flooding) across the country as soon as possible and annually thereafter and produce 
forecast maps showing risk levels in 2020, 2050 and 2100. 
 
The Government should produce a 25-year national strategic plan outlining the policy reforms and investment 
needed in the fight against flooding to achieve the proposed targets in the Climate Change Bill and allocate 
expenditure across the key forms of flood defences, such as coastal flooding, inland flooding and drainage, over 
that time period. 
 
The Government should publish on an annual basis detailed interim plans and report on progress along the 25-year 
strategic plan, outlining the planned investment in flood defences and drainage systems over the following three-
year period and the analysis underpinning these investment and prioritisation decisions. 
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Planning policy fit for the future 
 
The Government needs to provide more support to the Environment Agency by reviewing and ruling on all major 
developments where Local Authorities are proposing to ignore the Environment Agency’s advice and publishing a 
summary to explain any major new development that the Government approves in high-risk areas. 
 
The Housing and Regeneration Bill should amend the Building Regulations so that they take greater account of 
flooding: for any new development or substantial repair work that does take place in high-risk areas, the Building 
Regulations should require higher standards to reduce the risk of flooding and minimise the impact if flooding does 
occur; at the same time, the Code for Sustainable Homes should be made mandatory for all developments and put 
greater emphasis on resilience and reparability. To support the investment this will require in flood resilient 
products, there should be a VAT reduction on them. 
 
The Government should set up a task force with the construction industry to assess the resilience and reparability of 
new innovative construction techniques on resilience to floods and other perils. 
 
The Office of Water Services should enable the statutory water and sewerage companies to charge new 
developments for access to the water and sewerage network to cover the cost of upgrades required in response to 
the increased demands on it. 
 
Preparing for floods and how to respond 
 
The Government needs to ensure that the country is much better prepared for floods, in particular on how to identify 
and protect critical infrastructure and other key sites at a local level and how to promote appropriate insurance 
protection, especially among SMEs: the Department for the Environment, Food and Rural Affairs should lead this 
work in conjunction with the Cabinet Office and Environment Agency and it should reach down all the way to 
local resident groups, the frontline in the fight against flooding. 
 
The Government needs to ensure that the emergency services, Local Authorities and the Environment Agency are 
able to respond to such events even more effectively and that there is one body accountable for overseeing and 
coordinating the response effort. 
 
The insurance industry is responding to one its biggest ever challenges swiftly and effectively, making contact with 
most affected customers within 24 hours and taking the lead in helping customers rebuild their homes and 
communities as quickly as possible. The competition between insurers to provide the best possible service to their 
customers ensures that the industry as a whole continues to innovate and continually improve its performance 
and this is reflected in positive customer satisfaction surveys. However, we are constantly striving to improve 
further. As an industry, we recognise the potential for providing better information to customers about what to do if 
you are unfortunate enough to be affected by flooding; what the repair process involves and how long it takes; and 
to ensure thatcustomers are provided with clear and concise key information about their claim. We will discuss with 
key support groups, such as the National Flood Forum, how to improve the information that is provided to 
customers on these issues further. 
 
6.0 Conclusion 
 
The floods that took place in the summer of 2007 must serve as a final wake-up call for the Government. Deferring 
action now will simply increase the cost of action later, and cause immense personal suffering in the interim. 
 
The time has come for the Government to professionalise its approach to the fight against floods and to rise to the 
challenge in the same way that it has in other key areas: 
• the Government needs to set clear targets for reducing flood risk and undertake institutional reform so that the 
Environment Agency has overarching responsibility for coordinating the fight against all forms of flooding and 
ensuring that the many bodies involved in identifying and reducing the risk work together effectively; 
• the Government needs to develop a long-term strategy that identifies publicly the risk of flooding now and in the 
future, identifies what is an acceptable risk level, and puts forward a comprehensive package of policies to close the 
gap. In particular, the strategy needs to incorporate the problems of surface-water, rising ground water and 
sewer flooding more fully into the policy-making process as the summer floods revealed both the size of this 
problem and that it has been woefully neglected to date. 
 
The strategy must also include a clear investment commitment for the long term and an outline of how this 
investment will be allocated to the various spending areas, such as coastal flooding, inland flooding and drainage; 
• the Government must do more to challenge new developments in high-risk areas. 
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Alongside this long-term strategy to reduce the risk of flooding, the Government needs to ensure that the country is 
better prepared to cope with the impact of flooding when it does occur. In particular, it needs to ensure that critical 
infrastructure at high risk of flooding is identified and adequately protected to prevent flooding having an impact far 
beyond its water-trail. 
 It also needs to work with the insurance industry to encourage businesses and households to insure themselves 
appropriately so that the long-term impact of flooding on our economic and social fabric is minimised. 
 
Forthcoming legislation – in particular the Climate Change Bill and Housing and Regeneration Bill – provides the 
Government and Parliament with the opportunity to put in place the legislative framework necessary to rise to the 
challenge: 
• the Climate Change Bill should introduce a new statutory objective for the Environment Agency to reduce flood risk 
and make it the national co-ordinator for the identification, assessment and mitigation of flood risk from all sources, 
including drainage. It should also set targets not just for mitigating our impact on the climate, but also for adapting 
the UK to the changing climate: it should set a series of targets to reduce flood risk across the UK, for example by 
setting a maximum number of households and businesses at high risk of flooding from all sources, and the 
Government should be required to report on progress in achieving this target annually; 
 
• the Housing and Regeneration Bill should introduce higher standards in Building Regulations for any new 
development or substantial repair work that does take place in high-risk areas to reduce the risk of flooding and 
minimise the impact if flooding does occur and the Code for Sustainable Homes should be made mandatory for all 
developments and put greater emphasis on resilience and reparability. 
The ABI is currently reviewing the Statement of Principles with the Government. The insurance industry wants to 
ensure as many people as possible have access to affordable insurance. In the discussions over the review of the 
principles, we will be seeking a commitment from the Government to implement the proposals outlined in this paper 
and working with them to identify the level of investment needed to ensure the UK is defended appropriately in the 
fight against flooding. 
 
 
Another tool in the Fight against flooding is the Guide prepared by CIRIA No C623 
Made available to all TAG members last year, this guide sets out the requirements for the repair of 
buildings following flooding and includes 
 
o _ a description of the causes of flooding and the impact that floods can have on buildings 
o _ making safe, decontamination and drying activities that must be undertaken immediately 
after the floodwaters have receded, including recommendations on appropriate health and safety risk 
assessments 
o _ conducting post-flood surveys and future flood risk assessments 
o _ standards of repair for buildings following flooding. 
 
 
Finally, the Repor t from the Local Government Association Climate Change 
commission sets the context in which flooding and other  climatic phenomena should 
be considered.  
This repor t can be seen on the LGA's web site www.lag.gov.uk 
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An Inquiry into Water Management and Flooding in the Bradford District 
commissioned by Bradford Council in 2003. 
 
Reflecting and anticipating the thinking outlined in the Pitt review and the ABI  report, City of Bradford were 
ahead of the game in back in 2003/4 when following a series of flooding incidents in its area, the initiative 
was taken  to pull together the various strands of organisations and expertise needed to address these 
growing challenges. Whilst the full document is not published on Bradford City's web site, should you wish 
to see it, an e mail request to Chris Pilkington at    chris.pilkington@bradford.gov.uk  should deliver the 
goods! 
 

Executive summary 
The review process and its final report examined issues in relation to the development and implementation of future water 
management policy to reduce risk of floods, mitigate their effects and provide a coordinated emergency response within the 
context of an integrated approach to water management as a whole. 
Key areas covered in the report include: 
Flood risk – nature and scale 
Development and Regeneration 
Mechanisms for reducing and managing flood risk 
Mitigating flooding 
Critical appraisal of current approaches and performance 
Effective water management and control of flooding 
 
Key recommendations 

The report makes a series of recommendations that affect a range of key organisations and 

communities across the Bradford District. The primary recommendations are: 

1. Bradford Council should develop a clear future vision and assume an appropriate leadership role in management of 
the whole water cycle in the district in conjunction with the other major organisations, as part of the district’s 
community strategy. 

 
2. A more integrated and coordinated approach is required both within the Council and across the 
water and flood management groups; this includes the way priorities are set across the region. 
 
3. There is a need to work with individuals and communities to help them understand the issues; 
including individual, collective and agency responsibilities, and thereby engender an awareness of ownership of 
responsibilities for dealing with risks and mitigation. 
 
4. There should be better planned maintenance of existing drainage systems by all responsible 
organisations and individuals, with targeted KPIs for statutory functions. 
 
5. Better coordinated, inter-linked, emergency plans should be devised in anticipation of the 
whole range of possible problems that may occur due to flood risk across the district. This should be linked to the 
implementation of the new civil contingencies responsibilities at a local level. 
 
6. Investment is required in increasing knowledge about the likely future changes in flood risk, such 
as that due to climate change, which may increase future flood risk in the district. 
 
7. On-going dialogue is required with financial and insurance industries to ensure that appropriate 
and flexible investment and support services are maintained within the district. 
 
8. Investors, promoters and developers should be encouraged to maximise the opportunities 
afforded throughout the whole water cycle. 
 
9. Regional agencies should develop a more holistic approach to whole water cycle management, to both better 
manage problems and to maximise the positive opportunities. 
 
10. A greater understanding of the need, and commitment to, adequate resourcing across the 
range of water related services is required in the district. The Report also sets out a series of proposed actions for the 
Council, key service providers and other stakeholders. It recommends that a Water Management Liaison and Advisory 
Group, including representatives from all the key stakeholders is set up to implement the findings of this inquiry. The 
group should have an appropriate district wide ownership, remit and ‘buy-in’ by Bradford Council and the community. 
The Report will be forwarded to the key organisations involved for their active consideration during 2005. 
 differently 
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Against this background of exper iences and proposals, TAG president Mick Murphy initiated a 
seminar  in Bradford to put the flooding challenges for  TAG members into perspective. Altogether  
45 individuals from the both public and pr ivate sectors met to consider  the detail of the Sheffield 
and Rotherham flooding, the ear lier  Bradford exper iences and receive an overview from the 
academic wor ld of how these fitted into the emerging pattern of Climate change and increasing 
incidence of flooding emergencies. 
A br ief overview of the Bradford water  management liaison and advisory group put the day's 
proceedings into perspective. 
   
  
 

THE PRESENTATIONS 
 
John Charlton from Sheffield opened the day, describing how the flooding in Sheffield had 
impacted on people and property, and outlined its inevitable link to the emergencies at the Ulley 
reservoir owned by Rotherham 
 

 
 
The rainfall graph for the period tells its own 
story, 
as does the following picture which shows the 
distribution and intensity of the rainfall over 
the country during the peak period. 

 
This picture of flooding within the urban area typifies the 
conditions experienced by many! 
 
In a series of Photographs, John indicated the extent to 
which Sheffield had been severely challenged by the experience! 
 

Underlining the need for programmed maintenance work 
to be a key element in anticipating the effects of severe 
weather 
conditions, 
he saw 
keeping the 
asset fit for 
purpose as 
a paramount 
requirement. 
Normal 
assumptions 
did not 
apply. 

 
 -  £15 million of random damage in 12 hours. 
 - £2 million to clean roads & remove blockages as a riparian owner 



 9 

 
 
Prevention 

Key points made 
o The flooding in Sheffield was predominately 
fluvial. 
o The EA Catchment Management Study will 
not report until 2009. 
o Many riparian owners are unaware of their 
responsibilities. 
o 95% of highway gullies outfall into sewers. 
 
o There is no specific funding source at a 
national level to improve surface water drainage. 
o No organisation has overall responsibility for 
the management of discharge of water. 
o The Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
informs planning decisions. 
o Surface Water Management Plan 

Preparation 
o Joint working over the years on a range of projects proved invaluable 
o Emergency planning & joint training exercise were essential 
o Gold, Silver & Bronze worked very well 
o Few businesses had robust flood plans 
o Location of critical infrastructure – 48,000 homes lost power; it could have been 348,000 
 
Prediction 
o Flood Watch; Flood Warning; Severe Flood Warning. 
o Warnings need to be user friendly & inform specific actions. 
o Take up of the EA Flood Warnings should be encouraged. 
o There are no systems in place to warn of surface water flooding 
Recovery 
o Bellwin £1.4 million excess. 
o DfT £0.84 million excess. 
o Public Rights of Way £0.5 million  currently unfunded. 
o Betterment unfunded. 
o Road Safety measures on  diversions are funded. 
o Strengthening of diversions is  unfunded. 
o Special Winter Maintenance measures on diversions are unfunded. 
o Latent defects are unfunded. 
o Contingency funding is key. 
o Suddenly schemes move up the prioritisation hierarchy 
o Rethink the forward programme 
o But flood damage may not necessarily be a priority based on safety risk. 
 
The key messages 
o It was a fluvial flood & prevention by flood defences is likely to be expensive 
o Climate change risk assessments are needed 
o New arrangements are needed for major players 
o Many riparian owners were unaware of their responsibilities 
o While the floods are in people’s minds, there is a chance of raising levels of preparedness  
 
o Make sure all affected areas are visited by VIPs 
o Relocation & protection of critical infrastructure sites 
o The media are hugely important in all of this 
o Joint agency working on a range of issues at a strategic & operational level pays massive 
dividends when dealing with major incidents 
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Turning to the Floods  in  Rotherham ,John Bufton described in detail the measures taken by 
Rotherham MDC and its partners to avert the  potential disaster which would have ensued had the 
spillway of the Ulley reservoir failed, and the toe of the reservoir collapsed leading to  complete 
failure of the dam. 
 

 
Between 24th and 25th June, some 92mm of rain fell in the 
Rotherham area, leading to the following consequences:- 
 
 
• 428 Homes flooded 
• 406 Businesses affected 
• 28 Council buildings affected 
• 42 Road closures 
• 10,000 Sandbags provided 
By 19.00 on Monday 25th, the alarm had been raised about the 
condition of the Ulley dam, leading to the closure of the M1 in 
the early hours of Tuesday as a precautionary measure. 
 
 

 
The following photos tell the story. 
An effective block in the further flow of water into the spillway was 
created by the novel idea of placing waste skips filled with stone ballast 
in the mouth of the spillway, thus limiting further erosion of the toe of the 
embankment and by the placing of a further 500 tonnes of stone at the 
base of the embankment. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The ongoing position is that Water levels in the reservoir 
continue to be held steady by pumping and a 
comprehensive monitoring and inspection regime has been instituted.  

A reservoirs act section 10 inspection has been 
completed and the reservoir reclassified to category A. 
The council©s decision to rehabilitate the reservoir to 
preserve the character of the Ulley public access area 
means that. 
A new spillway will be constructed 
Repairs to the core of the dam and new outlet pipe work 
will be required at a cost of some £2.5m. costs to date 
and anticipated ongoing pumping costs will exceed 
£1.2m. 
 
Lessons for the future 
o The preparation of inundation maps. 
o permanent lighting installation.  

o Alternative contacts should be instituted for the statutory "Supervising Engineers". 
o  masonry spillways and downstream hazard information. 
 are "musts" if an appropriate state of preparedness is to be created for the future. 
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Turning to Bradford's experiences, Tony Poole sought to distinguish between 
 River Floodings which were foretold by EA warnings and led to a proactive response and Urban 
flooding which was heralded by generalised warnings and dealt with by a reactive response. He 
gave examples of recent experiences with both types of floods.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
River Flooding Keighley 2000 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
Urban Flooding Haworth 2004 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Tony spelled out what he sees as the Challenges, the pressures and the will needed (or absent) to deliver 
improvement. 
 
Challenges 
To provide information to facilitate a sea change in behaviour 
The Carbon Footprint continues to expand until constrained by economies of scarcity 
The Density of our urban areas continues to expand as it has done for the past 50 years 
The Management of our urban drainage systems continues as it has for the past 50 years 
 
Pressures 
Up to 20% increase in rainfall by 2085 
Up to 20% increase in rainfall intensity by 2085 
Up to 20% increase in impermeable land by 2055 if we don’t change the way we manage our urban landscape 
Up to 30% more space occupied by buildings 
Up to 20% reduction infiltration to groundwater by 2055 and up to 40% when urban green space is reduced 
Up to 4degrees rise in the temperature of receiving waters coupled to reduced base flows 
 
Will 
• Ofwat & the EA continue to regulate inflexible national driven campaigns base on 5 yearly investment 
programmes with set deliverables. 
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• Government refuse to legislate to define responsibilities on issues such as SUDs adoption or real guidance 
for Brownfield  
• Government look to create a more level playing field for funding the environmental issues 
• Will LA’s continue to be under-funded and staffed in areas needed to address emerging problems 
• Developments continue to go ahead using conventional piped drainage systems with little thought given to 
managing excess flows  
 
As climate change proceeds, he predicted an increase in urban runoff of over 50% in the next 80 years, leading to a 
similar increase in flood vulnerable areas and over 150% increase in urban surface flow. 
Whilst technical responses to these challenges 
 
• Are relatively straight forward there is growing evidence to show that managing surface water on the 
surface and at source is both feasible & cost effective 
• What is needed is a sea change in attitudes by organisations & people  
 
The organisational challenges may prove more elusive 
 
• Sewer systems form the backbone of our urban drainage system, but have finite capacity and will become 
increasingly overloaded with time 
• How realistic is it to expect a large scale increase in sewer capacity  
• Therefore sewerage undertakers are not going to provide the future solutions 
• Local Authorities contain the right professional disciplines (drainage & highway engineers, planners, 
building control officers, landscape architects) to effect a paradigm  shift to managing water on the surface 
• But is there the Political & Professional will to change?  
 

 
So do we adopt the histor ic approach? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Or  dare we manage water  on the sur face? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dave Melling, Senior  Policy officer  for  Bradford City Council gave a hard hitting assessment of the 
current state of play. 
His key messages from the water  inquiry were 
 
 
• Lack of communications 
• Unclear roles and responsibilities 
• Lack of joint strategic and operational working 
• Lack of shared knowledge and problem solving 
• Need to work with individuals and communities 
 
• Leadership & Council’s corporate priority 
• Water Management Liaison & Advisory Group 
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• Flood Local Action Plans 
• Emergency planning review 
• Maintenance  
• Knowledge 
• Planning Policy 
 
He outlined how the Bradford Distr ict Water  Management Advisory group  
• Meets on a quarterly basis 
• Brings together different parts of CBMDC and other partners (Env Agency, Yorkshire water etc) 
• Airedale Water Seminar 
• Consultation on Draft River Aire and Ouse CFMPs 
• Set up YW/CBMDC operational meetings 
• Water Framework Directive – Fish Passes 
And how recent meetings had considered 
• LDF & Strategic Flood Risk Assessment 
• Revision of Bradford District Environment Strategy 
• Pitt Review discussions 
• Regular Local Flooding Updates 
• Ongoing Audit of Progress in implementing Water Inquiry recommendations 

The last presentation of the day, from John Blanksby of the Pennine water  group at the University 
of Sheffield attempted to set recent exper iences in the context of the wider  scene against which 
flooding could be assessed. 

 He identified two types of rainfall. 

– Cyclonic events (or a series of such events) during which large overall depths of rainfall 
saturate or effectively saturate even the most permeable of surfaces and cause massive flows in our 
rivers. These normally occur in winter and the flooding is known as fluvial 
– Convectional events during which high intensity rainfall causes large amounts of runoff 
from the impermeable surfaces in our urban areas. These normally occur in summer and the flooding in 
known as pluvial 
–  
– During cyclonic events it is generally not difficult to quantify rainfall with a high degree of 
confidence. Although intensities vary with time, the event tends to move uniformly over large areas and 
although the spacing of autographic rain gauges is quite large, the general trend is picked up and can be 
applied to a specific location 
– However, convectional rainfall can quite easily occur between the available networks of rain 
gauges, making quantification very difficult. Radar can help, but it is by no means a panacea, and short 
term sewer flow survey rain gauges are invaluable if you are fortunate enough to have a survey in place 
– John Went on to categorise and compare the various incidents and locations which had suffered 
during recent years, demonstrating that  rainfall intensities which  had lead to flooding were not 
necessarily out of the norm. 

So why had these events received such publicity? 

– June 25th 2007 was exceptional, for durations of 6 hours and greater 
– However it was not exceptional for durations of less than 6 hours 
– For durations of less than 2 hours, although heavy, it was less than mediocre as far as intense 
summer rainfall goes 
– But almost everybody thinks that the rainfall was intense. 

So why the outcry? 

•  It’s to do with society 
– People are put under pressure to speak out before they are properly informed 
• It’s to do with hubris and laziness 
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– People think that they know the answers and they don’t do the analysis 
• It’s to do with blame culture 
– Someone’s got to be at fault and got to pay 

• The difference is to do with people and the way that they have interacted 
• Fortunately, the flooding in Bradford has not been at the centre of national scrutiny and the City 
Council and its partners have been able to get on with the learning process. This is beginning to bear fruit 
and there are major changes afoot in the way that Bradford integrates water management within its wider 
sphere of activities. 
• A similar process has been going on within the Greater Glasgow area 
• In both cases the process has taken years and is still ongoing 
• In Sheffield, the media attention has started to go away 
• Everyone knows what the problem really was on 25th June and all the key partners know that 
they have their contributions to make to the wider situation. 
• Steps are being taken to start on the learning process by the creation of a learning alliance 
involving the key stakeholders 
• The legacy that Hull has been left with is complex to say the least. 
• It has been said that river flow into sewers when it should be the other way round. 
• One wonders if the impenetrable barrier that protects Hull from coastal flooding also appears to 
prevent water falling in the city from getting out 
• That’s just the start of it. 
• The best thing for Hull is for the key players to be left alone to mend the bridges and quietly go 
about discovering what the problems really are and how to go about dealing with them 
• It’s a long slow process, but they can take heart from Bradford and Greater Glasgow. It’s not 
impossible  

 

Clear ly, the days proceedings were thought provoking, comprehensive and the informal discussions 
which followed the formal presentations demonstrated the depth of interest in this ongoing 
challenge for  Local government technical officers and their  par tners in the wider  public sector  and 
the pr ivate and voluntary sectors of society. 

A similar  event in the South or  west of the Country would do much to help TAG members in those 
areas to come to terms with the reality of what climate change, and increasing urbanisation and 
their  consequences hold in store for  us all. 

 

 

TAG WEB SITE 

After several months of gestation, the TAG web site is now ready to be 
refreshed with information and this will take place over the next few weeks. 

www.tagonline.co.uk is the place to go. Hopefully by early April we will be up 
and running 
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Are you a subscriber to SPARKS? 

The following article is extracted from the SPARKS E mail service. It covers many of the 
issues on which TAG members are required to focus their attentions. 

If you are not already a subscriber to this service, it might be worth while giving it a go.  

Welcome to the March edition of the SPARKS Programme online newsletter , which highlights 
issues impacting enforcement of decr iminalised and administrative penalty charges in the UK and 
other  EU member states. We hope you find the contents interesting and useful in your  job. 

Legal research report published 

The Eurosparks legal research team report on cross-border traffic enforcement is being presented to the 
European Commission during March.  
It calls on the EC to improve legislation so local authorities no longer have problems enforcing charges 
and penalties against non-residents, which currently leads to widespread evasion.  
An abstract of the report, including the executive summary and detailed recommendations, is available on 
the SPARKS website in English, Italian and German. It will soon also be available in Dutch, French, 
Polish and Spanish. 
Eurosparks legal research abstract 
United voice for traffic enforcement authorities across Europe 
A SPARKS Network is being set up to make it easier for local traffic authorities to lobby for legislative 
changes at national and EU levels. 
The network will be launched this spring and gives European partners an active role in lobbying activities 
as well as broadening SPARKS remit. 
Membership will be open to public authorities responsible for traffic enforcement at local, regional and 
national level. Other organisations with an interest in traffic enforcement will be able to join as associates. 
Express your interest in joining the SPARKS Network 
Brussels seminar in pictures 
Photographic highlights of the Eurosparks seminar in the Committee of the Regions building in Brussels, 
including all the speakers, are now available on the SPARKS Programme website. 
Brussels seminar photo gallery 
European leaders recognise enforcement problems 
EU politicians and officials attending the Brussels seminar acknowledged something needs to be done at 
European level to resolve the issue of FRV contraventions. 
Salla Saastamoinen, from the European Commission, welcomed the Eurosparks recommendations and 
said that it was time for the commission to look at how these might affect policies in the future.  
Baroness Sarah Ludford MEP said the research report had articulated what needs to be done and that 
clarity on EU action and legislation was now needed. 
Highlights of Eurosparks Brussels seminar 
About SPARKS 
The SPARKS Programme is an initiative that enables local authorities in the UK and EU member states to 
collaborate in resolving the issue of cross-border enforcement of civil traffic contraventions. 
Our objective is for traffic enforcement to be equally effective against all vehicles irrespective of 
nationality. Aims include identifying legislative solutions, increasing awareness of the issues within 
government, working with local authorities to seek common solutions and gathering data to build a 
coherent picture of the size and impact of the issue.  
Find out more about SPARKS  
Legal disclaimer 
The SPARKS Programme works hard to ensure that information on our websites is up-to-date and 
accurate and that applications function correctly.  
Our terms and conditions 
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Data privacy 
The SPARKS Programme will treat any personal information that you provide to us in accordance with 
the provisions of the Data Protection Act 1998. 
We will not share any of your personal information with third parties unless it is in response to a lawful 
request for information such as a court order, witness summons, or complaint from a government 
authority. Your personal information will also not be sold to third parties.  
Privacy policy 
Feedback 
We welcome your views on this ezine, which should be addressed to the editor Jo Ann Sweeney at 
jo.ann@sweeneyuk.com  
 
 
TAG Nor th East Region meeting 1st February 2008    
    
    
Participants Andy Morris, John Shepherd Steve 
Brannan Ruth Bendell Nick Clement Alastair Smith  
Richard Barnes Mick Murphy Richard McGuchin 
   
    
   Presentations  
Carbon management – Mike Chicken – Stockton BC 
·  1% of carbon emissions come from the 
council. 
·  Management of carbon should be part of the 
responsible use of resources. 
·  It is more than energy management. 
·  Stockton is the most northerly council to take 
part in this current phase of this initiative. 
·  All ideas that came forward were scored for 
ease of implementation and effect and a scoring 
matrix was established. 
·  What have been the main drivers? 
- looking to save £4m/per year 
 - 23,000 tonnes of carbon  
·  We are generally very wasteful 
·  New indicators being developed 
Home working can save accommodation costs but is 
limited in its implementation. Being dealt with as part 
of the accommodation review.  Consultants have 
advised that the council would reduce desk space 
requirement by 30% by hot desking and new ways of 
working.  
Trees in the Highway – Richard Barns 
·  50% of trees planted in the Highway fail but 
only 12% is due to vandalism. 
·  Typically a tree needs 35cu m of soil to grow 
in, but tree pits can be as small as 5cu m. 
·  Can use ‘structural soil’ to increase soil 
volume but retain structural strength for paving, etc 
(single size stone with soil). Compaction is critical and 
is heavily influenced by moisture content. 
·  The Dutch use 95% sand and peat mixture. 
·  Design document is available on the net or 
from Richard Barns. 
·  Large trees will require watering for 5 years. 
·  Install pipes to get water to roots. 

·  Resin bonded aggregate instead of tree grills, 
laid in 2 layers, 100mm unbound; 75mm bound using 
10mm gravel.  
·  Should be bringing trees and green spaces 
into asset management plans and use information to 
influence spending decisions. 
Secret of success is to get engineers and 
landscapers to work together!! 
National TAG 
Water resource committee – working with LGA in 
consultation in the role of EA in coastal work 
Transport committee is working on TMA, Traffic Bill 
and other consultations 
Waste committee is not functioning. 
  
National AGM and Seminar. Suggestions required for 
topics to be covered by Street Scene seminar. 
·  Good and bad design. 
·  How to get the balance right 
·  Street Wardens – place shaping  
·  Quality of life indicators – ENCAMS 
·  How to link routine and planned 
maintenance.  
Community arrangements – ownership issues 
Date of next meeting – combined with TAG AGM on 
14th May.  
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TAG TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE 

After many years of chairing the Transportation committee, Jon 
Freer, from Bracknell has handed over the reins to Phil  More who is 
Head of Highways at  Medway. 
We wish Phil well in this challenging role in the ever changing 
transportation scene 

The transportation committee has been particularly active in 
responding to government consultation papers over the past couple 
of months. 
Whilst publication of the complete response is not allowed under 
" the rules of play" , the following summaries will give members a 
taste of what has been said on TAG's behalf. 

John Elliott, the committee secretary welcomes members involvement in this growing activity. 
If you feel you have something to contribute to the committee's affairs, or can help with 
formulating responses to consultations etc, please contact John at johnrelliott@btinternet.com  

RESPONSES TO CONSULTATIONS 
 

Refresh of the New Approach 
to Appraisal 

Summary 
  
Overall Comments 
 
Funding decisions 
Furthermore and also in this context we have 
concerns about the approval process for 
schemes.  From the Highway / Transport 
Authority point of view we have been concerned 
for a number of years over the level of 
bureaucracy that we have to deal with to justify 
schemes, sometimes on relatively small 
schemes.  Our members confirm that up to 1/3rd 
of their staff time on developing major schemes 
is now involved with producing planning 
documents such as LTPs and assessments.  
While we recognise the cost of such studies and 
paperwork production is normally less than 
major road or public transport infrastructure 
schemes, we are getting nothing for this 
investment to help the public.  Policy and 
objectives of Transport assessment 
Overall policy whether for local  or central 
government now appears to be:-  
reduce traffic especially during peak periods,  
reduce traffic congestion,  
reduce carbon footprint, 
improve safety, 
support economic development.  
 
When the NATA process was first introduced in 
1998 in the Integrated Transport Policy – A New 

Deal for Transport, there were  the five simple 
investment criteria as follows:–  
 
Integration – ensuring that all decisions are 
taken in the context of our  integrated 
transport policy; 
Safety – to improve safety for all road users; 
Economy – supporting sustainable economic 
activity in appropriate  locations and getting good 
value for money; 
Environmental Impact – protecting the built and 
natural environment;  
However as has happened in the past the 
“socio-economic cost benefit analysis” has again 
been raised to a very high level of importance in 
the assessment process. Some of the factors 
which help to improve the cost benefit ratio are 
clearly contrary to the overall thrust of the 
present transport policies at a national or local 
level.   
 
The true role of many transport schemes in 
supporting economic development  and 
especially sustainable economic has sometimes 
been used in rather a suspect way.  Generally 
economic development is fostered by local 
access and a good environment rather than 
large scale schemes.  We recognise 
agglomeration (and density) benefits and these 
are discussed in our response to your 
consultation document (question 6 below). 
 
 
Overall problems with the ‘cost-benefit 
analysis’ process 
Both the  (time) cost totals are very large figures 
(which are developed using a number of 
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assumptions) for which minor changes in either 
or both could change the cost benefit ratio 
dramatically.  Curtailing the study network to 
concentrate around the proposed scheme may 
produce an increase in mathematical 
predictability (by having a larger time cost 
difference relative to the  capital cost)  it totally 
under-represents any extra time costs from extra 
congestion (often caused in TAG towns and 
cities) by induced traffic from the new road 
scheme. 
 
Similarly any scheme adding to urban road 
congestion or just increasing car commuting in 
almost all urban areas is counter to central and 
local government policy.  Thus  for a road 
scheme which generates any extra peak hour 
traffic or even just saves car commuting time 
such benefits should be viewed at least as zero 
if not as a  negative benefit. Showing such 
economic factors as benefits, we believe, 
provides misleading information to our decision 
makers.  
 
Often in the actual calculation of cost-benefit the 
travel time savings in peak times are a very large 
contributor to the cost-benefit ratio and so distort 
the approval process for such schemes.   
 
Also at a more detailed level most appraisal 
processes for new schemes are reasonably 
tightly constrained around the scheme itself.  A 
small increase in traffic, even if a long way away 
from the scheme will generate disproportionate 
delays to traffic in an urban area which 
cumulatively could substantially reduce the 
economic benefits.  Response to specific 
issues raised in DfT’s aims of NATA refresh 
 
2)       Easier to use for small scale schemes 
and on infrastructure based decisions.     
Again we would welcome this and would stress a 
common line from Local Authorities that most of 
our transport problems are more revenue related 
rather than capital - involving support for public 
transport, smart choices work, maintaining 
existing roads etc, rather than providing new 
infra-structure.   
 
The Highways Agency are concerned primarily 
with inter-urban roads not for urban roads, their 
advice is related strongly to a “trunk road” 
approach for long distance traffic.  A design 
standard should now be more an issue of 
reducing traffic levels to a level the network can 
handle rather than thresholds for improving 
roads. 
 

We understand that the present system values 
car driver (time) more highly than say walk or 
bus passengers which appears very perverse in 
policy terms.  Any update of price basis should 
reflect such policy issues.   7)      Reflecting 
Stern, develop strategy for making progress 
on valuing environmental impact.   8)  Review 
summary information presented to decision 
makers including comparability of BCRs 
across modes.     9)      Improve appraisal 
guidance at early stages in scheme 
developments.     Response to formal 
consultation on NATA 
 
Chapter 2: Analytical Framework 
Response:  There should be much greater 
reliance on policy filters or perhaps using other 
techniques such as Multi Criteria Analysis.  3. 
The Department and other bodies involved in 
strategic planning should consider wider 
dissemination of strategic analysis to provide the 
context for later stages in decision making. The 
range of alternatives  
informative to decision making. How might this 
information be presented?  
 
Response:  Small scale schemes and better 
use are part of the proper strategy development 
for the whole area.  As analysis widens its 
scope, the evaluation of schemes should also 
correspondingly broaden. Response:  The test 
should be – “ does the strategy meet the 
objectives and is it affordable” not a detailed cost 
benefit analysis of specific schemes.  6. Over the 
Refresh, the extent to which the evidence for 
strategic decisions can be consistent with local 
or scheme specific evidence should be explored.  
How might the provision of more detail about the 
strategic analyses of economic, safety and 
accessibility impacts of Transport policies be 
made helpful to project appraisal? 
 
Chapter 4:  Environmental appraisal and 
assessing housing impacts 
 
Is the current balance between detailed 
assessment and summary appraisal information 
appropriate? 
 
Chapter 6: Evidence from appraisal 
 
guidance? 
 
on the priority – a ranking if appropriate – the 
Department should attach in  
Response:  We have already made our position 
clear that the whole assessment process needs 
to be simplified, reflect real policy priorities of all 
the authorities with an input to transport.  in the 
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reliability and wider economic benefits of 
transport improvements. The  
modelling issues in the context of innovative 
transport solutions. reconcile wider economic 
benefits and regeneration benefits is a particular 
area for guidance. 
 
In addition  there is little sound evidence for the 
economic  regeneration benefits claimed from 
more high speed roads. 
 
b. The importance of journey time savings in the 
overall benefits of a scheme  
Recognising the dominance of time savings in 
current appraisal and the need to understand 
their treatment across modes and who is gaining 
or losing and at what time (calculated travel time 
savings from cars at peak times has very limited 
value especially when such time savings 
encourage further car commuting) is important. 
 
methods regarding freight time savings. 
 
How should the accessibility impact be 
presented alongside the other impacts of 
interventions? 
 
Accessibility is probably the main issue in 
identifying the need for any transport investment 
rather than the present approach of maximising 
mobility. Again for urban areas to deliver the 
required outcomes for the citizens and to deliver 
policy, accessibility by foot and public transport 
are the prime requirements. Walking line of sight 
mapping is now well developed, as are public 
transport accessibility and travel time contours.  
e. The Department should consider how best to 
determine value for money within the transport 
appraisal framework using cost effectiveness 
analysis, in order to take account of economy-
wide carbon and other environmental limits . 
f. The Department should develop desk-based 
analysis of the spatial aspects  
of environmental impacts. especially using GIS 
evidence, and support analysis of smaller 
schemes. 
 
g. The Department should investigate the extent 
to which transport’s wider  
economic benefits can be associated with 
housing growth. some benefits of transport 
enabling housing growth. 
 
i. The Department should consider defining 
common modelling scenarios to be used by 
those involved in strategic modelling and 
scheme level appraisal. The evidence from 
alternative scenarios will need parallel tools to 
analyse uncertainty around scheme impacts. 

 
j. The Department’s guidance should continue to 
be developed on scheme costs. Risks may be 
mitigated through the financing of schemes. The 
overlap between cost appraisal and finance 
issues should be considered. 
 
Revenue based schemes will always have lower 
and identified risks.  After studies of the costs of 
all schemes would be helpful.  
 l. The Department should continue to develop 
distributional analysis.  
 m. The Department’s support for determining 
whether a transport model is fit-for-purpose may 
supplement the standards by recognising the 
staged nature of designing solutions to complex 
transport problems. This issue should be 
addressed as a far higher priority.  
 n. Developments to the Department’s guidance 
should be issued with appropriate support.  
 
 
Planning for Sustainable Economic 
Development PPS 4 Consultation 

Summary of TAG response to 
consultation 
       
TAG represents a large number of local 
authorities in the country at the highest technical 
level, these authorities include those with 
highway and transport responsibilities; such as 
Transport for London, most London boroughs, 
Metropolitan authorities, Unitary authorities and 
also many of the districts and towns in two tier 
authorities - where the county is responsible for 
Transport Issues and the district is responsible 
for planning and related transport policy issues. 
Typical responsibilities of TAG officers are 
Engineering, Highways, Transport, Waste, 
Recreation, Building and often Planning and 
Property.  We have close working relationships 
with other associations representing local 
authority officers including the County Surveyors 
Society and the Planning Officers Society. 
 
General thrust and content 
Economic growth, market forces and 
developments 
General Transport Issues  
Parking standards 
Full Planning Officers Society response as 
supported by TAG 
 
Like POS we support an updating of PPS 4. 
Economic growth, market forces and 
developments 
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It is the proper role of government and local 
government to look after the wider interests.   
 
The location and planning of developments 
minimises the need to travel especially by non-
sustainable means. 
 
General Transport  issues 
 
In paragraph 5 of the draft PPS4 it refers to well 
planned infrastructure cutting journey times and 
creating environments where people want to live 
and work. Parking standards 
 
Under paragraph 25, the last item listed refers to 
developing parking policies and standards and 
suggesting that these be developed at a local 
level.   “The application of arbitrary parking 
standards to new buildings may produce  an 
accumulation of parking space which the 
network cannot deal with ….”  The market 
seems to show that premises with ‘good’ parking 
facilities command much higher rents than those 
with limited parking so the present incentive on a 
developer is usually to try and maximise parking 
provision.   
 
Full Planning Officers Society response as 
supported by TAG 
 
1. The Planning Officers Society represents the 
most senior professionals and managers of 
planning functions in the English local 
authorities. Act as an advocate and promoter of 
Local Government planning; 
Assist and advise the Government and the Local 
Government Association on planning matters 
and related issues; 
2. The Society’s aim is to ensure that planning 
makes a major contribution to achieving 
sustainable developments, from national to local 
level, in ways which are fair and equitable and 
achieve the social, economic and environmental 
aspirations of all sectors of the community.  
 

Comments on draft PPS4 

Examples of evidence requirements 
PPS3 para. 11 and Annex C: Strategic Housing 
Market Assessments  
PPS3 para. 11 and Annex C: Strategic Housing 
Land Availability Assessments 
PPS3 para. PPS6 para. 2.32-2.33: Retail and 
Leisure Needs assessments  

PPS7 para. 24: Landscape Character Assessments 
PPS1 para. PPS25 para. ODPM Guidance Note 
Dec 2004: Employment Land Reviews. 
Draft PPS4: para 18: A wide range of measures 
to monitor the local economy 
Other components of the evidence base 
mentioned by our members include those in 
PPG17, PPS9 (Appropriate Assessment), the 
Habitat Regulations, Sustainability Assessments, 
Strategic Environmental Assessments and 
Statements of Community Involvement. 
 
Turning to the monitoring of employment land, 
we believe that this raises far more complex and 
subtle relationships than is the case with the 
supply of housing land. The relative importance 
of gathering and using employment land 
information at the individual local authority level 
needs to be set in this context. 
 
Whilst draft PPS4 makes reference to joint 
working, it may be that this needs reinforcing in 
the final version. Sport should be listed as an 
economic activity, being an important part of 
some local economies; 
See paragraph 7. We would see the evidence 
base for local planning authorities and the new 
duty for economic assessment emerging from 
the same process. See paragraph 7. 
See our comments in paragraphs 8 and 9 about 
the potential tensions between the local planning 
authority being more responsive to the market, 
and our duty to combat climate change. See our 
comments in paragraphs 8 and 9 about the 
potential tensions between the local planning 
authority being more responsive to the market, 
and our duty to combat climate change. Less 
prescription on non-residential car parking may 
encourage car-borne commuting, to the 
detriment of the environment. 
See our comments about the complexities of 
employment land supply in paragraph 6. In 
practice, the pressure to release more land for 
housing should ensure that most authorities do 
not unreasonably retain employment land, 
without the need for further prescription. 
 
In our discussions with various local authorities 
at officer level our concerns, as expressed in this 
evidence, are strongly supported - we therefore 
earnestly hope that the final version of PPS4 will 
be markedly different. 
 

   
  



 21 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � 	 
 �
�Working with Wildlife  
Are you working in the construction industry and 
concerned about your  overall environmental 
performance?Are you managing a site and have 
wildlife issues to deal with, but few or  no ideas 
about how to handle them?  
Then this CIRIA training course is for  you! Click 
here to find out more and to book a place. 
News 
Funding sought to update CIRIA Culvert design 
manual 
CIRIA's new research project, Culvert design and 
operation guide will produce an updated version of 
the Culvert design manual (CIRIA R168, 1997), with 
a significant body of new material to account for 
changes in drivers, policy, design and management 
practices since the time of the previous publication.  

Funding and waste regulations  
This CIRIA Brownfield Risk Management Forum 
event will explore the liabilities that different 
parties are exposed to on brownfield projects 
including lenders. It will highlight issues that affect 
the value of site. The event will cover how the 
current waste regulations affect the way that 
contaminated sites are managed and provide a 
forum for practitioners and regulators to share 
experience. 
 Register now! 

CPN events 
Benchmarking IT in the construction supply 
chain, 8 Apr il 2008,  Salford  
Towards zero defects - launch of a new toolkit, 9 
Apr il 2008, London 
list all CPN events 
 CPN - championing innovation and improvement in 
the construction industry 
LACL events 
Contaminated land r isk assessment models, 2 
Apr il 2008, Cwmbran 
list all LACL events 
 LACL - contaminated land management for UK 
local authorities 
CIEF events  
Pastures new - using green roofs in homes and 
properties, 1 Apr il 2008, London 
Zero Carbon buildings challenge – is it possible, 
let alone practical?, 9 Apr il 2008, London 
list all CIEF events 
 CIEF - improving performance in sustainable 
construction 
SAFESPUR Forum 
Decommissioning and clean-up - strategies and 
oppor tunities 
1 Apr il 2008, Warr ington 
This event is FREE for SAFESPUR members only 

Promoting good practice on nuclear and defence 
sites 

list all SAFESPUR events 
CIRIA conference 
Wor ld Green Roof Congress, 17-18 September  
2008, London 
Call for  papers - abstract submission deadline 28 
March 2008 

Delivered in partnership with Livingroofs.org 
Training & workshop 
Planning and implementation of SUDS, 8 Apr il, 
Dublin 
Control of water  pollution from construction sites, 
15 Apr il 2008, Manchester  
Deliver ing flood r isk management in new 
development, 9 Apr il 2008, Solihull FREE 
LANDFORM EVENT  

Easy Access Environmental Management 
training 
 
New CIRIA 2008 training directory download 
Forthcoming training courses details  

Publications 
Use of vegetation in civil engineer ing (C708)  
The green self-build book (X457) 
An Elsevier  publication 
To order your copy and for full details of all CIRIA 
books visit www.ciriabooks.com 

Want to buy half pr ice CIRIA books?  
Join the CIRIA Books Club and receive up to 50% 
off CIRIA titles. 

CIRIA partnerships 
Buildoffsite  
Promoting construction offsite  
CEEQUAL  
New Assessor  training course dates for  2008 
Helping civil engineering projects achieve 
environmental performance excellence  
Modern Built Environment Knowledge 
Transfer Network (MBE KTN) 
A single, national network that envisages to bring 
together all organisations in the built environment 
supply chain 

  
CIRIA newsletters  
EVOLUTION  
pdf download 
EMSAGG Bulletin 
pdf download 
SUDS - Drainage news  
pdf download 
Annual Review 
pdf download 
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Coastal  and Fluvial committee input to review of Coastal groups. 
 
The following extract from the Response from DEFRA on the review of Coastal groups indicates the way 
in which thinking is progressing. The full document can be seen on 
We are grateful to Bryan Curtis from Worthing who has taken a leading role for TAG in this exercise. 
 Whilst Time has not permitted an analysis of how much TAG ©s comments have influenced the outcome 
of this exercise, at least Coastal Authorities now have something to work with. Whatever it says we all 
need to think about how we implement its content so any comments/proposals on this would be greatly 
appreciated. 
 
The  full documents are to be posted on the DEFRA website which should provide the definitive source of 
advice in preparing reports to your Authority members. 
Any further comments you may wish to make to Bryan would be most welcome. He can be contacted at 
 
     Bryan.curtis@worthing.gov.uk 
 
DEFRA - thoughts on proposed arrangements for Coastal Groups as part of the EASO on 
the Coast, and  proposed arrangements for RFDCs as part of the EASO on the Coast. 
 
Coastal groups (CGs)  
Headlines 

1) CGs should remain in existence and by becoming more strategic they will play a stronger role 
in the future planning of flood and coastal erosion risk management. 

2) CGs would advise EA and be represented on RFDCs  
 
Detail 

·  Defra would like to work with CGs to encourage the evolution of: 
o Fewer, bigger and more strategic groups, perhaps 6-8 for England. 
o CGs boundaries to be reviewed having regard to River Basin Management Plans.  
o Clear and consistent terms of reference and membership embracing LAs, EA, NE and 

significant other stakeholders (RDAs, GOs etc).   
o CGs would influence the annual programme of works via the RFDC. 
o Consistent and strong EA input.   

·  Coastal groups’ role: 
o CG would be advisory to the EA.  A nominated CG representative would be appointed to the 

RFDC as one of the EA appointments.  
o CG would extend a standing invitation to RFDC chair or nominated representative to attend 

the CG. 
o CGs would recommend to the EA and LAs who is best placed to undertake SMPs and 

contribute their expertise to SMP production. 
o Chairs or nominated representatives of CGs would collectively meet Defra, RFDC Chairmen 

and EA to influence national level policy and implementation (as does the current Coastal 
Forum).  

 
Implementation 

·  There would be a Ministerial statement giving clear support for these changes. 
·  Defra would work with EA and CGs to draw up model arrangements, terms of reference etc 
·  Extended role of RFDCs to coastal erosion would support this. 
 

Issues 
·  See issue on “RFDCs” about how CG representation could be brought onto RFDCs. 
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Regional Flood Defence Committees (RFDCs) 
 
Headlines 

·  RFDCs present responsibilities for flooding extended to include coastal erosion risk management 
(except levies). 

·  RFDCs to be advised by Coastal Groups who would also be represented on the RFDC. 
·  Other Defra appointments may also reflect coastal erosion interests. 
·  RFDCs would continue to raise levies to fund (flooding) works not in the EA multi year 

programmes (but not for coastal erosion as this would be an unfunded new burden). 
·  RFDC name to be changed to Flood and Coastal Committees or similar to reflect better its role. 

 
Detail 

·  RFDCs’ role in relation to funding allocations by EA will be as agreed in March 2007, i.e.: 
o RFDCs developing and then reviewing needs based plans, agree possible revisions and 

identify key Committee priorities (October); 
o expressing through their Chairs views on the overall shape of the programme developed by 

the Directors in making the allocation and the underlying principles; 
o setting local levies (January); 
o formally approving regional business plans (April); 
o enabling Committees to influence the development of planning guidance (June). 

·  RFDCs would have flexibility around implementation of work in year, including to vire funding for 
maintenance and small capital schemes within regional allocations as long as they met financial 
accounting policies, prevailing outcome measure thresholds and were not putting the 
achievement of targets at risk. 

 
Implementation 

·  Amendment to Water Resources Act 1991 to extend RFDC scope, membership and title. 
·  Administrative action to give effect to the March 2007 agreement. 
 

Issues 
·  How will CG representatives be brought onto RFDC?  Using one of the EA two posts?  What if 

there is more than one CG in the RFDC area? 
 

TAG AGM AND ANNUAL SEMINAR 
 
As we go to press, details of arrangements for the AGM and Seminar are still to be 
finalised  
 
 
However, do make a diary note for 14th/15thMay 
 
The format looks as if the AGM will be held on 14th, followed by the AGM Dinner 
The Seminar on the 15th   will focus on "Streetscene" . 
Those of you who were able to attend last year's event in Newcastle will recall how well 
supported it was by the locals. 
This year, as Bob Donaldson takes over from Mick Murphy as President we look forward 
to more of the same.  For those who live south of the line between the Bristol Channel 
and The Wash, why not come north and enjoy a couple of days of a different cultural 
heritage?   
 
Full details of the event will be circulated to all members ASAP. 
  

 
 


