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 Th i s phot o t ak en  on  
t he i sland of  Ko Ph i  Ph i  
serves as a st ark  
rem inder  of  t he power  of  
nat ural  phenom ena.  The 
hom es of  t he folk s who 
l i ve t here and t hei r  basi c 
l i v i ng st andards and 
businesses were swept  
away at  t he end of  2005 
by  t he Tsunam i  and 
m uch  st i l l  rem ains t o be 
rei nst at ed. 
 
  We t ak e for  gran t ed t he secur i t y  f rom  dam age from  st orm  and f lood of  our  hom es 
and envi ronm ent , yet  even  t h i s i s a changing pi ct ure as t he ef fect s of  global  warm ing 
and r i si ng sea levels begin  t o m an i fest  t hem selves and t he changing cl im at e br i ngs us 
seem ingly  endless rai n fal l  and unexpect ed f looding. 
  Along wi t h  m any sim i lar  organ i sat i ons, TAG i s seek ing t o rai se awareness of  t he 
i ssues t o be addressed.  
 
 Presi den t  Mi ck  Murphy  has prom ot ed an  in i t i at i ve t o exam ine how TAG can  m ove 
forward wi t h  ot hers t o i den t i fy  best  pract i ce i n  m anagem ent  procedures designed t o deal  
wi t h  f looding em ergencies. A work shop wi l l  t ak e place on  21st  February  and we are 
i ndebt ed t o t he Ci t y  of  Bradford for  m ak ing faci l i t i es avai lable for  t h i s even t  and joi n t ly  
sponsor i ng i t .  
 
 On  t he Transpor t at i on  f ron t , m ajor  change lays ahead. The im plem en t at i on  of  
fur t her  sect i ons of  t he Traf f i c m anagem ent  Act  2004 wi l l  br i ng chal lenges for  t hose 
m em bers whose focus i s on  Highway m at t ers.  
 Th i s i s com pounded by  t he sh i f t  f rom  Br i t i sh  t o European  St andards for  Sur facing 
m at er i als.  
 A sum m ary  ser i es of  t ables  out l i n i ng t he new speci f i cat i ons i s enclosed wi t h  t h i s 
edi t i on  of  t he Bul let in . 
 
 Meanwh i le our  col leagues i n  Nor t hern  I reland face a plet hora of  changes and 
"im provem ent s" t o t he wast e m anagem ent  and envi ronm ent al  regim es. 
 
  Al l  i n  al l , i n t erest i ng t im es for  t he year  ahead! 
 

 



 
ITEMS OF GENERAL INTEREST FROM THE TAG COUNCIL MEETING BY 

TELECONFERENCING ON FRIDAY 14 DECEMBER 2007 
 

 
TAG FUTURE DIRECTION 

The Secretary outlined the changing face of local government explaining that several counties were 
becoming unitary authorities and the demarcation between county Councils and District Councils 
was becoming blurred. As unitary authorities are on the increase he suggested that it may be time 
for both TAG and CSS to consider the future type of organisations they wish to become. 
A lengthy discussion ensued and it was felt that there should be a dialogue with CSS about the 
future. Whilst past discussions have not been constructive, people and times change. Both 
organisations have different strengths and if combined, could work together to pool resources, 
share best practice and better represent the new unitary authorities. 
It was agreed that the TAG Secretary make an unofficial approach to the new CSS President, as he 
used to work with him, to find out the current thinking of CSS in relation to the future. 

    
 
Highways & Transportation Committee 
The Committee had held a meeting on 13 December, the minutes were not yet available but would  
be circulated shortly.  
John Elliot explained that Phil Moore was the new Chairman of the committee.  
The topics discussed at the last meeting were:- 

The Transport Bill - John felt that it needed more attention from TAG 
Sustainable Future - White Paper 
House of Commons report on Road Safety 
Climate Change - to be considered next time 
Civil Parking Enforcement - a lot of work to be done on this topic 

 
Topic groups 
 
 Highway Procurement - Steve Keetley 
Since September, there have not been any meetings.  This has mainly down to the fact that there 
are significant management changes within the HA, who should be taking the lead/Chair on this 
group.  The group is to  meet in January to progress issues previously discussed i.e. Business plan 
to be progressed through select working groups. 
the need was identified to provide examples of Best Practice related to procurement and the impact 
that middle managers can have on the procurement process. 
  Rather than producing fact sheets/notes the group is in discussions with the Regional Centre of 
Excellence (North East) and OGC with a view to developing a NE regional workshop whereby  the 
importance of client development, expertise and buying in to enable efficient working and 
procurement can be assessed. 
Steve Keetley is to  keep in touch with Bob Barratt on this topic. 
 
Climate Change Topic Group. 
The TAG President is due to start a Climate Change Topic Group. 
 
HOT  DISCUSSION  ISSUES 
 
TAG Sustainability & Climate Change - Mini Workshop 
 
John Holdsworth the PRO had previously circulated an email, which suggested that TAG should 
combine with Bradford CC to hold a climate change / flooding event. This would be held in Bradford 
and he suggested that it be held in mid February 2008. (Now fixed for 21st February - see 
separate bulletin item) 
 TAG President was in favour of this event and following a lively discussion, it was agreed that it 
should go ahead and be arranged. 



 
REGIONAL  COMMITTEES 
 
Action from around the TAG Regions 
Northern Ireland  
The TAG President had visited Northern Ireland the previous week and was understood to have 
had a good meeting. 
 
LoTAG 
The TAG President had attended the recent LoTAG Transport 2000. 
LoTAG Committee No 2 had met recently and it had been a good meeting. 
 
 
NE Region 
Andy Morris reported that the next meeting of the NE Region is to be held on 1 February 2008. 
About 12 members now attend the meetings and the next meeting topic is to be Carbon 
Management and Highway Tree Management. 
 
SW Region 
Roy Fairclough reported that the SW Region had recently held its Christmas meeting with the 
Devon & Cornwall Chief Technical Officers Group when they always have a super Christmas 
Lunch. 
 
 
REPORTS  BY  PRESIDENTIAL  TEAM 
 
President - Mick Murphy 
The TAG President has  recently had several articles published in the Surveyor magazine.  
John Elliott had recently been interviewed by the Surveyor about 6 weeks ago but had not yet seen 
an article in the Surveyor. 

   
PRO & Webmaster - John Holdsworth  
After a slow start, the detail of the web site is approaching completion. It is currently running as a 
test site with restricted access whilst fine-tuning is being carried out. Arrangements are being made 
for it to go live in the New Year.   
 
 
DATES  OF  FUTURE  MEETINGS 
 
Future TAG Council meetings for 2008:-    
7 March, AGM 14 May, 18 July, 12 September, 5 December 2008 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TAG TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEE MEETING, 
 FRIDAY 30th November 2007 



 Items of general interest 
 
 
  Sustainability and Climate Change 

The link to the papers produced in the City of London is as follows:  

A copy of the adaptation strategy can be downloaded from  

http://213.86.34.248/NR/rdonlyres/7347D392-3CF3-4344-8B2D-
9AF9315E8801/0/SUS_climateadapt.pdf 

Which can be found at: 
http://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/Corporation/living_environment/sustainability/climate_change 

 
 Section 278 and 106,  
Advice and co-ordination between authorities via TAG or LoTAG still have not occurred. 
All members asked to contribute any knowledge/experience from their authorities to 
this  
Members of the committee were very interested in this subject and Bob Donaldson has also 
done some work.  Bob will circulate anything on this front that is relevant to the group.  
 
 
 TMA Implementation 
The Halcrow questionnaire had been sent out again direct from Roy Fairclough.  Response 
is low, any Authority able to respond please do so.  
 
 The Work of PTEG and current public transport issues.   

            
Tim Larner introduced the PTEG team based at Leeds and the work of PTEG, the 
presentation is attached with these minutes. 
  
PTEG operate in cities with populations of between 0.5 and 1 million for areas of 1.2 million 
to 2.6 million.  There are other significant cities where a PTEG type approach would be 
appropriate and these include Nottingham and Preston.  The main thrust of Public Transport 
including The Transport Bill was very much part of the discussion.  
 
The main efforts required for public transport were not to take apart everything that had 
been created since the1985 Act and to start again, but to try and make it work with its 
limitations.  While many TAG members around the table  would have liked to see re-
regulation of buses, probably along the London model, this was described as a sterile 
debate as it won’t happen (unfortunately!)   
 
The threat to the Competition Act was still there and it was up to cities and Public transport 
executives to face that situation as it arose.  It was important that we use the powers 
available, allbeit with their limitations, in order to develop public transport.  The Transport Bill 
in its progression had now incorporated some of the main points of TAG and PTEG’s 
observations.   
 
Other issues that came up were the top and bottom of governance is in place for public 
transport but the middle isn’t.  The major bus operators have considerable ransom powers in 
all cities where there are bus stations as these are now in their ownership and finding new 
sites would be extremely difficult.  Funding for buses through the government grant system 
is particularly difficult as there is nothing in the funding formula fitting the bus system.  
Integrating ticketing is developing and despite the developed oyster system for London this 
will need to migrate to the ITSO standards.   
 
With The NATA Refresh there is a relationship with public transport funding.  The present 
tax subsidies back to buses need to be changed to be more targeted towards generating 
passengers rather than bus miles.   
 



 
  New consultations Government / House of Commons Transport Committee / Reports 

Etc.  
 

The NATA Refresh publication and Towards a Sustainable Transport System are now 
available.   
 
There is considerable scepticism about the Government’s motives and about the 
methodology being suggested.  Having established a method of dealing with regional 
priorities to then go back to a NATA assessment at D f T level seemed superfluous; if 
funding is going to be regionalised than the regions should decide on the way they prioritise 
schemes, and the whole edifice of the NATA system is called into question.  Furthermore 
the more factors that get added into an analysis the more irrelevant the assessment and 
analysis becomes.  It is also concerning that the matter becomes so complicated for local 
authorities general practitioners that substantial money has to be spent on consultants who 
have particularly strong interests in ensuring that there is a good work stream from these 
studies.  Small authorities cannot spend money at the rate that is required in order to have 
some chance of getting money to spend on transport schemes.   
 
 

  Election of Officers for Committee and any Constitutional matters.  
 

Phil Moore of Medway was proposed to be the new chairman by Bob Barratt and seconded 
by Satbir Gill, Bob remained in the Chair for the meeting. Phil stressed the importance of 
trying to get a greater involvement in supporting the activities of the committee and pointed 
out his particular areas of expertise.  Bob and others on the design, maintenance front input 
were critical for the future success of the committee.  Attendance for the various boards had 
to be managed and Bob would endeavour to compile a list and forward to Phil and John for 
consideration.  Volunteers would be sought. 

 
 

CSS Research Business Plan (Bob Barratt) 
CSS Research includes carbon foot-printing in construction and maintenance of 
infrastructure, other work is carrying on carbon foot-printing in the use of the transport 
systems.   

 
LTPN (John Elliott) 
John Elliott reported he is still attending these meetings but would be very pleased if 
somebody closer to these activities within a local authority could take over this role.  

 
Others 
Anthony Radford-Foley reported on a new TRL document on sustainability, Anthony will 
read it and produce a note for later circulation.   

 
  TMA Implementation Progress including Civil Enforcement. 

a.  Progress.  
The permit systems for utilities will commence from April ’08, this is not obligatory but 
authorities must have systems for recording utility works.  

 
b.  Parking and Civil Enforcement.  
On decriminalized parking and other traffic offences Kelvin Reynolds updated the meeting 
on progress and used the presentation from D f T attached to the agenda.   
 
Kelvin strongly suggested that only the matters that we have to complete by March 31st 
should be done, i.e. new stationery for tickets, differential penalties and details of appeals on 
the P C Ns.  
 
If carrying out camera enforcement must gain approval for the cameras, town centre 
cameras that haven’t got approval can no longer be used.  Clamping rules have changed as 



would the adjudication process.  However there is a slight danger that the 
appeal/adjudication process could loop/feedback and consume considerable time with less 
successful outcomes.   
 
The BPA had a ten point action plan with five key tasks:- 

1. working with D f T on operational guidance,  
2. develop codes of practice that support operational guidance  
3. producing FAQs,  
4. a new handbook and  
5. a consumer guide to parking.   

 
Kelvin also drew attention to the fact that all references to 1991 RTA had to be removed 
from orders.  This could be done by an overriding order to the TMA Act but any overriding 
order needed to be careful not to put figures in or to refer to individual statutes -  make it as 
general as possible so it doesn’t fall out of date in the future.   
 
No change in uniform is required, the fact that the civil enforcement officers are parking 
attendants means that these are perfectly valid.  There are required to be some changes to 
hardware and software and during the interim period the processing has to be twin tracked 
under the civil enforcement powers and the 1991 Act.   
 
Obstruction powers are an option, they don’t have to be taken up immediately. From the 
differential penalty charges there are some impacts on budgets and work is going on to 
evaluate these.   
 
John Elliott reported that he had responded on behalf of TAG to the D f T survey of 
understanding compliance.  Kelvin Reynolds was yet to be approached by the D f T.  

 
    Road Design and Maintenance including Liaison Group and Boards, Asset 

management Etc.  
 

National Highway Indicators  
The consultation on this meant that we were losing some very useful indicators on transport 
performance and particularly losing the trends which are critical in ensuring continued 
maintenance of the infrastructure.   
While bus passengers is a very useful indicator for success of  transport policy , local 
authorities have no powers in most areas on this and is not relevant to the performance of 
the local authorities.  

 
11.  Road Safety.  
 

Bob Bridges  reported that Norwich Union is progressing with variable insurance which does 
require many of the tools required for effective road pricing.  They are also considering 
intelligent speed adaptation amongst their own fleet.  No representative from the AA or IAM 
Trust attended to update on the latest state.  We did however promote the Euro Rap 
Conference. 
 
 

 
12.  
Traffic Limitation and Travel Planning. 
 

Essential guide to travel planning.  
This has now been published however it has moved twice on the D f T’s website. As of 
writing these minutes the link can also be found through John Elliott’s own website, 
www.johnelliottconsultancy.co.uk  

 
National Business Travel network 



John Elliott reported on the NBTN and the first national meeting on 27th November.  He 
reported his own involvement with the taxation group.   
 
a. ACT 
Rory McMullan reported on the ACT / Travelwise merger and the conference on 6th 
February.  He also reported on the growth of personalised travel planning, which although 
resource intensive has shown to be very effective at changing behaviour, however it was 
getting a certain amount of bad publicity from certain sectors of the press.   
 
In the discussion it was thought that it would be very helpful if approaches could be made to 
ISO standards so that ISO 14,001 did include travel planning as part of a major part of the 
process which organisations should adopt in order to get certificated.  Rory agreed to 
research this and to discuss further with John Elliott and/or NBTN.   

 
Dates of Next Meeting.  

 
 14th March 08   IHT London  
 20th June 08   Birmingham Airport.???   

West Midlands no longer have an interest in this airport but 
Bob Barratt will research if this is an appropriate site and 
will come back to John Elliott.   

 12th Sept. 08   IHT London 
            28th Nov. 08                            IHT London   
 
 

You pay for what you get, 
Or why Car Parking Costs rise as Shopping Centres get better. 

 
Some food for thought from TAG member Ian Betts, who runs Betts Consulting 
 
We all complain about how much it costs to park our cars when we go shopping but does it really deter us 
from visiting some shopping centres? For many of the larger shopping centres Experian thinks not. It seems 
that prices find their natural level with parking costs rising in line with the strength of a shopping centre. 
 
Recent research by Experian specialists in location planning and Betts Consulting the definitive source of car 
parking data in the UK shows a strong relationship between the cost of parking and the size and quality of 
shopping centres. 
 
Betts Consulting has information on over 12,000 car parks in the UK with location, number of spaces and cost 
of parking for different time periods. This covers multi-story, enclosed and free standing car parks that are 
paid for. It excludes on-street parking and free on-street but includes free car parks. 
 
The weighted average cost to park for 2 hours was calculated for each shopping centre. This excluded 
exceptions such as railway station car parks and airports where prices are related to other forms of demand 
than shopping. 
 
This 2 hour car parking weighted average was then compared with the strength of each shopping centre. 
Experian estimates the number of shoppers and the relative rank of each shopping centre based on the Goad 
survey of centres. This gives a score to every centre based on the number and mix of shops in each shopping 
centre. Places with anchor shops such as John Lewis, House of Fraser or a large Marks and Spencer are up 
weighted and places with significant levels of vacancy or under use are scored down. 
 



Cost of 2 hour parking V Shopping Centre Rank
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The top 50 ranked shopping centres excluding central London (which has much higher parking costs) show 
parking costs following the shopping centre strength. The exceptions where parking costs are generally 
higher are for places with other tourist and visitor attractions such as Chester, Oxford and Edinburgh. 
Generally Scotland (with the exception of Edinburgh) and the North East of England have lower than average 
parking costs. 
 
Weighted average cost of two hours parking in pence. 
 

 
If we look at a 
map of the 
Midlands we 
can see that 
there is a 
hierarchy of 
shopping 
centres from 
Birmingham 
(416 pence for 
2 hours) 
through 
Nottingham 
and Sheffield 
down to 
smaller places. 
Generally the 
parking price 
matches the 
strength of the 
centre and its 
place in this 
hierarchy.  
 

 
 
Another way to illustrate this pattern is to pick pairs of large and smaller places near each 
other and compare the cost of parking and the strength of their shopping.  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Almost without exception the place with the bigger and better shopping provision has 
significantly larger parking costs. So we can see that it costs a great deal more to park in 
Leeds than Bradford and this is reflected in the size and quality of their respective shopping 
centres. Bath comes closer to Bristol because it gets many tourist visits for its size. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
When the weighted average parking costs are calculated by type of shopping centre it can 
be clearly seen that type of place is strongly matched to parking costs. To a large extent we 
can see that you pay for what you get.  
 
The next steps in the examination of car parking costs will be to model the expected 
parking costs for each shopping centre and place in the UK based on shopping centre size, 
region of the country,  levels of tourism, volumes of workers etc and look at which places 
are under and over priced for what they are. It will then be possible to simulate the impacts 
of parking price changes on shopping numbers and what prices aught to be based on the 
quality and size of the shops in a town. 
 
Although these patterns are very strong, Experian and Betts Consulting know that in some 
circumstances free parking can be an attractor for shoppers and the next stage will be to 
look at  
 
 1. Do the places with only free parking have anything in common? (Region, size and type of 
place and alternative shopping centres) 
Have large out of town shopping parks and malls make nearby centres cheaper to park or 
taken significant trade from them? 
 
2. If you are a Local Authority, a car parking company, a shopping centre manager or even 
an average shopper car parking costs are something we all care deeply about. This project 
throws some light on the myths and beliefs we all have about parking. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Highlights from the TAG Northern Ireland meeting held on 7th 
December 2007 
 

 
 Mick Murphy, TAG President, was welcomed on his first visit to TAG NI. by  Tim Walker  the 
Chairman of the Northern Ireland TAG region and fellow TAG members. 
 
Topics discussed included 
 

 Update From Tag President 
 
Mick Murphy, TAG President expressed thanks for the invitation to visit TAG (NI).   
 
Since his election in May as TAG presidenthis principal objective has been  to regenerate interest in 
TAG.  There had been an improved attendance in the North East and sustainability issues are rising 
to the top of the TAG Agenda. 
 
TAG had provided a lot of consultation responses especially on the transportation agenda but people 
were needed to prepare responses particularly urgent responses and press releases.  The President 
noted that officers can influence the local agenda but there is also an opportunity to influence central 
government. 
 
He appealed for an increase in membership and the potential for two or more members from each 
authority.  TW noted the NILGA/TAG relationship and the benefit of having an influential voice, 
particularly given the long established reputation of TAG. 
 
It was  suggested that a DOE representative should be invited to alternate meetings of the Northern 
ireland region of TAG.  Discussion followed on the need to increase attendance and membership 
and also broaden the agenda and it was agreed that member authorities be written to inviting them 
to confirm who would be attending future dates and drawing their attention to the fact that they could 
send along additional officers (as TAG membership rests with the councils, not individuals).  Member 
authorities are also invited to forward additional names for inclusion on the circulation list. 
 
The President noted that membership of TAG can count towards individuals CPD logs.  Discussion 

continued on how TAG can change with the expanding environmental agenda and, 
reflecting developments in England and Wales, how sustainable development and climate 
change are increasing opportunities for TAG to become engaged with.  In order to 
undertake this, however, TAG(NI) is likely to need greater involvement from its membership 
to provide (i) a sounding board and (ii) candidates for partnership-working.  

  
Flytipping 
 
The debate on Fly tipping has rumbled on since the Summer. NILGA had sought legal opinion on 
Articles 4 & 28 and the issue of powers and responsibilities. The opinion which had been provided 
confirmed that responsibilities are unclear and any interpretation may be open to legal challenge. 
 
It was agreed to ask NILGA to continue to press for progress on this issue. 
 
Strategic Waste Board 
 
TW reported that a capital spend of £200m in three years is being recommended but that the 
Assembly would hand responsibility to District Councils to procure the necessary infrastructure on a 
match-funding basis which meant it would be an extremely ambitious “ask” for them to deliver upon. 
 
Arc21 were now seeking to make a case to convert capital to revenue as gate fee in order to 
stimulate the procurement of this infrastructure via the private sector.  
 



Discussion took place on the rollout of the procurement process and the likely barriers to overcome, 
particularly planning and licensing and the constant slippage on deadlines for contracts. 

  
 

 SNIFFER 
 
A Teleconference will be held by SNIFFER on “Local Authority Waste Charging Scheme Best 
Practice Update” on 10 December involving TW and other parties from NI and Scotland. 
 
In order to inform the TAG(NI) position, a discussion took place on issues surrounding variable 
charging.  It was noted that although politically unacceptable it was technically difficult but 
achievable. 

  
Consultation on Article 10 
 
PEPG had written to Chief Executives requesting response to a consultation paper on amendments 
to Article 10 allowing the issue of Fixed Penalty Notices for the misuse of waste receptacles. Closing 
date for responses is 30th January and it was agreed to prepare a response on behalf of TAG. 
 
TAG/PSNet February Conference 
 
The proposed conference in Spring will consider climate change and the impact on district councils’ 
waste activities (i.e. driving style, fuel type, &c).  The keynote speaker will be Frank McDonald, 
Environmental Editor of the Irish Times.  TW to contact PSNet to confirm that still proceeding. 

 
 2008 MEETINGS 
 
The following dates were proposed for meetings during 2008: 
 
29th February 2008 Newry 
25th April 2008  Cookstown 
27th June 2008 Belfast (tbc) 
29th August 2008 Craigavon  
24th October 2008 Down 
12th December 2008 Dunadry 
 

RISING TO THE CHALLENGE 

�
The flooding events of the past year have served to remind all TAG members of the 
impact predicted climate change will have on the day to day functions of Local 
Authorities and the responsibilities of TAG members. 
The following executive summary of the City of London's Climate Change Adaptation 
Strategy demonstrates how one authority is shaping up to these challenges. 
The TAG workshop to be held in Bradford on 21st February will explore how  some 
other authorities  are  addressing these issues. 
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Mail your details to : 

 
John Holdsworth  Prospect Lodge  Back Lane Arnside Carnforth LA5 0BS 

 
 
 

 
 
 

The 2007 Floods - lessons to be learned 
TAG/ City of Bradford MDC Seminar 

 Thursday February 21st Flockton House Bradford 
 
 
Programme 
 
 9.30 -10.00 Registration 



 
10.00 - 10.10 Mick Murphy, TAG President 

Welcome and Introduction to the seminar 
 

10.10 - 10.45 The Rotherham Experience 2007 -a case study. 
John Bufton, Streetpride Schemes and Partnerships Manager 
Rotherham MDC 
 The Ulley flooding 2007 
An outline of the challenges experienced and progress to date 

 
10.45 - 11.00  Coffee 

 
11.00 - 12.30 

The Bradford Experience - F Future of  
 
Speaker 1 -  Tony Poole (Principal Drainage Engineer – Bradford 
Council) - The Bradford floods of 2002 – Understanding and 
responding to urban flooding  
 
Speaker 2 – Dave Melling (Senior Policy Officer – Bradford 
Council ) – The Bradford Water Inquiry and the Bradford District 
Water Management Advisory Group 
 
Speaker 3 - Professor Richard Ashley (Pennine Water 
Group/University of Sheffield) - The Bradford floods and the floods 
of 2007 in comparative perspective 

 
12.30 - 13.00 General Question and Answer session on the 

mornings proceedings 
 

13.00 - 13.30 Lunch 
 

13.30 - 14.15 Group Sessions - (The morning©s speakers will 
either  chair a group or be available to participate) 
 

14.15 - 14.45 Report back  from group sessions 
 

14.45 - 15.00 Summing up - TAG President 
 

 
 
 

SMA PROBLEMS?   
   SURFACES  FAILING IN LESS THAN 10 YEARS?   
    
HOW  TO  GET  MORE  DURABLE  SURFACE  COURSES.  
 
TAG* offers this short-day course (10am to 3pm)  in March,  in any location,  subject 
to there being sufficient demand.     * In conjunction with GC.Training 
 
Some SMA’s and other surfacings last less than 10 years, some  less than even 5 years! 
   



The course has been presented very successfully in Bradford and Newcastle upon Tyne and is now 
being offered again in any area subject to there being sufficient demand. 
 
Delegates learn why some surfacing materials have such short lives, especially in urban areas, 
when other sma’s are already 12 years old and will easily last for 20 years.  It will stress the 
importance of ensuring that suitable surfacing options are considered for sites, that unsuitable 
options are discarded and that best laying practices are employed.  Guidance will be given on 
selecting suitable materials, especially for urban areas. It will also look at the following areas and 
be an especially useful course for all staff involved in highways work:-                                 

 

····     BBA / HAPAS propr ietary mater ials  and non-HAPAS mater ials.  

 
·  Tack coats and Bond coats, why they are so vital.                                                  
 
·  Joints in SMA’s and thin surfacings 
 
·  Carriageway ironwork     
  
·  Early life skidding   
 
·  Paving and compaction, what to particularly watch for. 
 
·  Patching SMA’s and thin surfacings.   
 
·  AN UP-DATE ON EUROPEAN ASPHALT STANDARDS                                                                          
 
.   Fees will be £90 for a single delegate with a discount of 10% for 2 or 3 delegates, 15% for 4 or 5 
and 20% for 6 or more.   
 
The course  usually  starts at 10.00 am and finish at  about 3.00 pm.  Each delegate receives a full 
set of course notes, a CPD certificate, refreshments and a sandwich lunch.  Delegates’ questions 
are always welcomed. To register an interest in attending the course, without any obligation, 
please contact   GC.Training@tiscali.co.uk  
 
All places provisionally registered before February 8th which become firm bookings will 
attract a further 5% discount, with fees for 6 delegates or more offered at  £65 each. 
 
NB If you are interested in your staff attending this course, at a venue close to your workplace, 
simply e-mail us telling where you work, how many delegates  might attend and how far they would 
be prepared to travel. 
 
**  For details of other courses contact GC.Training@tiscali.co.uk 


