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Strategy, Planning and the Impact on
Streetscene — or Is it Place Shaping?

Mike Robinson BSc CEng MICE FICE
Head of Technical Services Stockton-on-Tees Borough Council
Chair of ICE Municipal Expert Panel

ICE UK Representative for the International Federation of
Municipal Engineers
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The Usual Suspects

SKips

Abandoned vehicles

Grounds maintenance

Fly tipping

Litter

Repairs and Maintenance

Roadwork's Management

Signs — legal and illegal

Street Furniture — guardrails, columns and posts
Traffic Management and “Safety Schemes”
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A more Strategic Approach?

What strategies do not impact upon Streetscene or
the Public Realm in some way or another?

Who ensures that these strategy’s impacts are not
conspiring to detract from Public Realm ?

What really dictates the Public Realm and what we
can do to improve our environment?

Do you want to be involved and improve the lives of
society or stick with old ways and become
marginalised as a profession?
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Planning Policy and Development
Impact

« Parking

* Density

« Market Forces
 Traffic generation
 Road Safety

« Community Safety
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Planning Policy and Development
Impact

* Waste
* DDA 1995

 Living streets Manifesto — “we want government
planning policies to use 'walkability' as a key test of the
acceptability of proposed developments. New housing,
supermarkets and business parks need to be located and
designed so that people can reach everywhere easily on
foot - particularly public buildings like doctors' surgeries
and libraries.”
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How do we review development impacts?

Impact on congestion — a dominating factor

Impact on Streetscene

— manual for streets,

— DIFT advice

— UDAL

— UDG

— CABE

— English Heritage

— Living Streets

— Streets for All
Should we aspire to not own personal transport
Recycling and waste management impact and the SUDS
Impact
Association of British Drivers - ABD
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DfT Guidance March 2008




Do | turn Left?




What use will this area be actually put to
In the future?




Which looks better?
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A junction that meets the needs of all
users?
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A junction that meets the needs of all
users?
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Clapham High Street before
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Clapham High Street after

14




A couple of my Favourites
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A couple of my Favourites
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A couple of my Favourites
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National and Local Strategies — fit for the
North East?

 BSF and extended Schools

* Regeneration

Waste Management

* Risk Management and Highway Standards
* Transport and congestion

« Every Child Matters

e Adult Care

* Health agenda
— Walking
— Cycling — too many bikes
e Climate Change
* Crime and Fear of Crime / Safety
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National and Local Strategies — fit for the
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North East?

Sustainability — light pollution, clutter, energy
Strong and Prosperous Communities — White paper
Community Strategy

LAA and MAA — Place Shaping - Local Government
and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007



External Performance Influences

« Government Performance Indicators and National
Targets

* Place Shaping

e Gershon Efficiencies

* Public Satisfaction

« CPA JAR and CAA

* Awards — Britain in Bloom, Tidy Britain.
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The role of the Municipal Engineer

We have to make it work and maintain the Public Realm.
Must understand what the design is setting out to achieve
Accessibility

Influence master planning and regeneration plans
Understand the social agenda

Ensure Section 106 contributions support aspirations — you
need standards and policies for streets

Risk based approach requires understanding
Impact of new Technology — including waste
Up for it?
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What can YOU do

Understand the drivers of those who are pushing the social agenda,
show empathy so we can be seen as valuable advisors — not “nay
sayers”

Influence you local strategies, the LDF and policies by understanding
the links.

Improve Urban (and Rural) Design Skills
— Urban Design Group www.udg.org.uk

Take a look at DfT document “Traffic Management and Streetscape”
— Engineering guidance does not link with
— other professionals’ areas of expertise.

Designin 3D

Support TAG — get involved through the regions

Support ICE — get involved through the regions

IHT — CPD course on Public realm and Manual for Streets



Thanks for listening

« Thought for the Day

There are only 10 types of
people. Those who understand
Binary and those who don't.

* Any Questions?
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